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E V E N T S  

 Our annual picnic is 

August 16th, noon, at 
the South Duxbury 

Meeting House. Rain or 
shine! 
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D O  Y O U  H A V E  A  

P H O T O  O F  A   

P E R S O N  O R  P L A C E  

W E  C A N  U S E  F O R  A  

M Y S T E R Y   

P H O T O ?  I F  S O ,  

P L E A S E  S U B M I T  T O  

A  N E W S L E T T E R  

C O M M I T T E E   

M E M B E R  T O D A Y !  

T H A N K  Y O U !  

Last issue’s mystery photo:  

 

Patricia (Atwood) Sherman 

O ur annual picnic will be held on Sunday, August 16th, at noon, at the South 

Duxbury Meeting House. Rain or shine! Since it will be potluck, please bring a 

hot dish, salad, or dessert to share. Please remember to bring your own lawn chair, 

if possible. Beverages and paper products will be provided. There is a port-o-let on 

site for your convenience. We hope to see you there! 

 

A Priceless Gift: The Welch Archive 
 

     Late last fall, the Duxbury Historical Society received an extraordinary gift. Our 
society president and lifelong Duxbury resident, Don Welch, donated an extensive 

collection of local artifacts and ephemera detailing the expansive history of our 

town. In addition to these historical treasures, President Welch has entrusted us 

with his priceless collection of original notes and research materials used to 

write Cause of the Will, his comprehensive history of Crossett Hill. 

       Donnie and his wife, Mary Ethel, recently moved to Berlin, VT. While they may 

have relocated, Donnie’s heart remains firmly in Duxbury, and we are incredibly 

grateful for his enduring dedication. Our deepest thanks go out to the Welch family 
for their steadfast leadership and continued support of the Society. 
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From the Welch Archive: Seth Thomas Parlor Clock 
 

     This clock pictured with myself is an eight day Seth Thomas parlor clock. The 
patent date is 1881. It was originally purchased by Janus Crossett when he lived on 

his Crossett Hill Farm.  

     For the next three generations 

this clock chimed on the hour, 

and also once on the half hour, 

and stayed in their sitting room. 

     My grandfather James Lewis 

Welch was brought up by this 
family. I believe this clock was 

handed down to him. 

      It was then passed to my aunt 

Mary K. Welch and years later 

she passed it to myself and my 

wife, Mary Ethel. 

      We are pleased that now the 

Duxbury Historical Society has 
this clock that has stayed in 

Duxbury for so many years.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                 ~Donnie Welch 

 

Donnie Welch with the parlor clock. 
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D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

Archival/Preservation Committee Report 
 

Members: Lori Morse, Bonnie Morse, Mark Morse 

 

 Updated family files with new information regarding births, deaths, marriages, etc. 

 Research assistance on Simeon Wells’ family for researcher inquiry from Oregon. 

 Research assistance regarding former gas station in South Duxbury for local resident. 

 Research assistance regarding the 1790 birth of Moses McPherson for Zimmerman family genealogy 

project. 

 

Monetary Donations (01/01/2026 thru 06/30/2026) 
 

 

Bisbee Family     *     Dan & Lynne Cardozo     *     Linda Devlin Irrevocable Trust     *     Marge Gormel 

 

Stephanie Koonz & James Dryden     *     Mame McKee     *     Palmisano Giving Account 

 

Josh Welch     *     Kelly Welch     *     Donations collected at Society Meetings and Meeting House Canisters 

R e c i p e s  t o  S h a r e  

Lumberjack Chili 
 

1 lb ground beef 
1/2 cup chopped onion 

1 clove minced garlic 
1 (#2) can tomatoes 

1 (#2) can kidney beans 
 

Brown beef, onion, and garlic in 2 Tablespoons of fat, stirring 

lightly. Mix in all ingredients except beans and simmer gently 
about 1 hour. Finally stir in beans and simmer 15 minutes longer. 

Good served with cold buttermilk. 
 

~Louise Welch 

From the Waterbury Center Community Church cookbook 

1 (8 oz) can tomato sauce 
1 Tablespoon chili powder 

1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1 teaspoon sugar 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Maple Bran Muffins 
 

3/4 cup maple syrup 
2 eggs 

1 cup sour cream 
2 1/2 cup crushed bran flakes 
 

In a medium bowl beat eggs and maple syrup with wire 
whisk, then beat in bran flakes. Let stand 5 minutes. Beat in 

sour cream. Stir in flour, baking soda, and walnuts; do not 
overbeat, batter will be lumpy. Spoon into greased muffin 

pans. Bake at 400 degrees for 20 minutes. 
 

~Mary Ethel Welch 

From the Waterbury Center Community Church cookbook 

1 cup all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 cup chopped walnuts 

Doughnuts 
 

2 eggs, well beaten 
5 Tbsp. oleo, melted 

1 1/2 cups sugar 
2 cups milk 

2 tsp. vanilla 
 

This was William Harrison Turner’s wife’s recipe. William was Samuel Cooke Turner’s brother. 

1 quart flour (5-6 cups) 
1 Tbsp. salt 

2 Tbsp. baking powder 
2 shakes of cinnamon 

Mix and roll out on lightly floured board. Cut and fry 
at 375 degrees. Drain on paper towels. 
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T h e  B r e e n  F a r m  

The following is from Cause of the Will, by DHS President Donald R. Welch. 



 
 

T h e  B r e e n  F a r m  
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T h e  B r e e n  F a r m  

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

June 2026 DHS President’s Note: 

 

Linda and John Devlin lived on Crossett Hill for several years, many of those years on the property that is described 

here in Cause of the Will as the Breen Farm. This property is presently owned by Ken and Mary Spencer.  

 

After John’s death, Linda built a new home just above where they first settled on the hill.  

 

For many years, Linda was an active member and generous supporter of our Duxbury Historical Society who is truly 

missed by the community and the society.  

Endnotes: 



DON’T FORGET THE NEXT MEETING NOVEMBER 14TH - 7PM 
CROSSETT BROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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DON’T FORGET THE ANNUAL PICNIC - AUG. 16 
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DONATE TODAY / SUPPORT THE RESTORATION PROJECT 


